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System evolvability can be characterized as a system’s ability to efficiently cater 
for the addition of new functionalities and capabilities as well as for changes in 
implementation technologies, system components and configurations. Driven by 
the need to upgrade systems with a short time to market and optimized develop-
ment costs, improved system evolvability is increasingly being recognized as a 
critical success factor in high-tech system design.
The aim of the Darwin project (2005-2010) was to provide generic methods that 
enable architects to optimize system evolvability. Within the Darwin project a 
group of researchers worked on two aspects of system evolvability: hardware 
and software evolvability. The Darwin researchers used the architecture of the 
Philips Healthcare MRI product family as a case study. 
The author is one of the Darwin members, who carried out a doctoral research 
on software evolvability. During his research, the author has focused on min-
ing software repositories  to support software architects in enhancing software 
evolvability by identifing and investigating unwanted couplings in the decom-
positions of software systems. This thesis contains the results of that research.
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Van harte nodig ik U uit voor 
het bijwonen van de openbare 
verdediging van mijn proef-
schrift, getiteld
Supporting Architecture 
Evolution by Mining  
Software Repositories
op vrijdag 2 maart 2012 pre-
cies om 13:45 uur in de Aula 
van de Vrije Universiteit, De 
Boelelaan 1105 te Amsterdam. 
Adam Vanya 
adam.vanya@gmail.com
Aansluitend op de verdediging 
zal er een receptie plaatsvinden 
in hetzelfde gebouw.
I would like to cordially invite 
you to the public defence of 
my thesis, entitled
Supporting Architecture 
Evolution by Mining  
Software Repositories
on Friday, 2 March 2012 at 
13:45 sharp in the Aula of the 





After the defence there will be a 
reception in the same building.
